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Staff Summary 
 
Background  
The department has initiated a review and update of its 12 wildlife area long range 
management plans originally developed in 1993. To date, the goals and objectives of five 
wildlife area management plans have been adopted by Commission action.  The revision 
of two more wildlife area management plans is complete and final draft plans have been 
developed for Summer Lake and White River Wildlife areas.   
 
Changes from previous review process 
While the previous 1993 plan review process was aided by a wildlife area review 
committee, the current 2007 process relied heavily on local wildlife area and regional 
staff. Using the 1993 plans as a foundation, department staff developed draft management 
plans. Local stakeholder groups were informed of the planning process and were invited 
to help develop draft plans.   
 
Final Draft Goals and Objectives 
Wildlife area goals are broad, open-ended statements of desired future conditions that 
convey a purpose but do not define measurable units.  In contrast, objectives are more 
concise statements of what, how and where the department wants to achieve, and who 
will be responsible for the work.  Objectives are derived from goals and provide the basis 
for determining strategies, evaluating the success of strategies, and monitoring wildlife 
area accomplishments.   
 
Using input from both the formal public review process and internal review by staff, the 
department has finalized the goals and objectives of the two draft plans. These are listed 
below.  
 
The goals and objectives for the Summer Lake Wildlife Area are: 
 
Goal 1: To protect, enhance and manage wetland habitats to benefit fish and 
wildlife species. 
 

Objective 1.1: Manage approximately 500 acres of palustrine permanently flooded 
wetland habitats.  Emphasis will be on maintaining productive stands of submerged 
aquatic vegetation such as sago pond weed. 
 
Objective 1.2: Manage approximately 5,800 acres of palustrine semi-permanently 
flooded wetlands with a ratio of robust emergent vegetation (dominated by cattails 
and bulrushes) to open water of no greater than 3:1. These wetlands should have 
open water and interspersed stands of vegetation to create a mosaic of features 
within individual habitat management units. Water depths will generally not exceed 
24 inches and open water areas will support rooted submerged aquatic plants in 
most locations.    
 
Objective 1.3: Manage approximately 2,800 acres of palustrine seasonally flooded 
wetlands with plant coverage exceeding 80% of the area.   
 

 



 
Objective 1.4: Manage approximately 700 acres of palustrine intermittently 
flooded/saturated wetlands (wet meadows).   

 
Objective 1.5:  Manage approximately 650 acres of lacustrine seasonally flooded 
wetlands (alkali playas) with water depths less than 6 inches and vegetation 
covering less than 20%. 
 
Objective 1.6: Protect approximately 2,900 acres of lacustrine intermittently 
flooded wetlands (alkali flats). 
 
Objective 1.7:  Protect and enhance approximately 50 acres of riverine wetlands.   
 
Objective 1.8:  Maintain and improve critical physical and functional infrastructure 
affecting wetland management activities. 
 
Objective 1.9: Designate 15-35% of managed wetlands as seasonal sanctuary for 
waterfowl and wetland dependent wildlife. 

 
Goal 2: To protect, enhance and manage upland habitats to benefit a wide variety of 
wildlife species.   
 

Objective 2.1: Enhance, manage and protect approximately 3,100 acres of salt 
desert scrub habitat to benefit a wide variety of native wildlife and desired game 
species. 
 
Objective 2.2:  Enhance and manage approximately 270 acres of agricultural 
upland habitat to benefit a wide variety of native wildlife and desired game 
species. 
 
Objective 2.3:  Enhance, manage and protect approximately 780 acres of 
sagebrush steppe habitat to benefit a wide variety of native wildlife and desired 
game species. 
 
Objective 2.4:  Maintain and enhance wildlife area facilities, structures, and 
equipment used to conduct habitat management and public use projects.    

 
Goal 3: To provide a variety of wildlife oriented recreational and educational 
opportunities to the public that are compatible with Goals 1 and 2.   
 

Objective 3.1: Provide hunting, trapping, and angling opportunities in a manner 
compatible with habitat management objectives.  
 
Objective 3.2: Provide wildlife viewing and education/interpretation 
opportunities compatible with Objective 3.1. 

 
The goals and objectives for the White River Wildlife Area are: 
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Goal 1: To minimize or alleviate damage to adjacent private agricultural crops by 
black-tailed deer and Rocky Mountain elk.   
 
 Objective 1.1:  Maintain, develop, and enhance winter range habitat to provide 
 for up to 4,000 black-tailed deer and 1,000 Rocky Mountain elk. 

 
Objective 1.2: Provide a supplemental winter food source for up to 4,000  
black-tailed deer and 1,000 Rocky Mountain elk to reduce damage. 
 
Objective 1.3: Maintain 49 miles of big game fence to protect adjacent private 
agricultural lands. 
 

Goal 2: To protect, enhance and restore habitats to benefit native wildlife and 
desired game species. 
 

Objective 2.1: Protect, enhance, and restore approximately 18,630 acres of mixed 
conifer/deciduous forest and approximately 2,290 acres of oak woodland habitats. 
 
Objective 2.2: Protect, enhance, and restore approximately 4,900 acres of mixed 
bitterbrush/grassland and 2,270 acres of grassland habitats.  
 
Objective 2.3: Enhance and manage approximately 2,030 acres of agricultural 
upland habitats 
 
Objective 2.4: Protect, enhance, and restore approximately 258 acres of riparian 
habitat and 21 acres of open water. 

 
Objective 2.5: Maintain and enhance wildlife area facilities, structures, and 
equipment to conduct habitat management and public use projects on the wildlife 
area. 

 
Goal 3:  To provide a variety of wildlife oriented recreational and educational 
opportunities to the public which are compatible with Goals 1 and 2.  
 

Objective 3.1:  Provide approximately 19,000 hunting, trapping and angling use 
days annually. 

 
Objective 3.2:  Provide approximately 19,200 wildlife viewing and  
Education/ interpretation use days annually. 

 
Public Review Process 
The department presented the draft management plans to the public at three formal public 
review meetings for Summer Lake Wildlife Area and two meetings for White River 
Wildlife Area, in mid-July 2007. These meetings were announced via local radio and 
news outlets, the department website and informational flyers given out at regional 
department offices. Below is a summary of these meetings. 
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Summer Lake Wildlife Area  
The Summer Lake Wildlife Area draft plan was presented and discussed at three public 
meetings: July 17th in Summer Lake, July 18th in Eugene and July 19th in Bend. Four 
members of the public attended the first meeting, eight attended the second and five 
attended the third meeting. 
 
Key issues and concerns raised at these meetings included: decreasing funding as hunter 
numbers decrease, potentially charging daily use fees to all users, changes in waterfowl 
migration patterns over time, hunter ethics and behavior (i.e. skybusting), impacts of 
management activities on hunting opportunities and addressing infrastructure needs. Most 
of the verbal comments given at these meetings have been addressed in the strategies 
described in the final draft plan. 
 
To date, about 35 hard copies of the draft plan have been distributed to adjacent 
landowners and area visitors, local businesses, grazing permittees, Lake County 
Commissioners, a Klamath Tribal representative, and Lakeview BLM staff. The local 
Lakeview news media also ran an article about the public meetings and how to submit 
comments.  Informational flyers were posted at the wildlife area office and at a local 
store, and the draft plan, with comment information, was accessible from the 
department’s home web page and via weekly recreation reports. The weekly recreation 
reports are automatically emailed to approximately 2,380 readers who have signed up for 
emails regarding Southeast recreation zone information.  
 
Two written correspondences were received. 
 
White River Wildlife Area  
The White River Wildlife Area draft plan was presented and discussed at two public 
meetings: July 24th in Sandy and July 26th in Wamic. Five members of the public attended 
the Sandy meeting and nine people and one Oregon State Police officer attended the 
Wamic meeting. 
 
Key issues and concerns raised at these meetings included: increased ATV use and 
subsequent damage to the land caused by ATVs, potential impacts to wildlife during 
winter when collecting shed antlers, impacts to quality of big-game and turkey hunting 
due to increased public uses, potential fire dangers with increased visitor activities, 
concern about wildlife diseases and concern about low levels of enforcement.   
 
To date, approximately 23 hard copies of the White River Wildlife Area draft plan have 
been handed out to area visitors, neighbors, local businesses and interest groups. The 
draft plan was also posted on the department’s home page and as a link within the Central 
Zone weekly recreation reports.  Approximately 4,000 readers receive automatic emails 
regarding the Central recreation zone.  
 
Eleven written correspondences have been received. Public correspondence received after 
September 14, 2007 will be presented to the Commission at the October 12, 2007 
hearing, as an addendum.  An opportunity for public testimony will also be provided at 
this Commission hearing.  
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